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Mission House awarded 
By Sarah A. Henderson | Oct. 8, 2010 | 0 comments 

The University of North Florida nursing school's Prescription Assistance Program in conjunction 
with Jacksonville Beach's Mission House was chosen as the first-place winner of the statewide 
2010 Campus-Community Partnership Award. 

The award recognizes the coalition between the UNF nursing program and the Mission House, 
who worked together to provide those in need with free, donated prescriptions as well as 
medications at reduced costs. 

Student representatives of the nursing school along with Mission House employees and 
volunteers gathered Wednesday at the non-profit community outreach center to celebrate the 
distinction. 

"It's wonderful to see this kind of work recognized in the community," said Sheri Milenchick, a 
registered nurse and UNF student-representative at the event. 

Florida Campus Compact, who each year presents the award to one outstanding campus-
community partnership that produces measurable improvements in people's lives, chose the 
Mission House Prescription Assistance Program over 52 student-community initiatives, 
including finalists at University of Miami and The Florida State University. 
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"I am very proud of this award because it's all about access to care," said Laura Hodges, another 
UNF nursing student present for the Mission House celebration, 

Mission House Executive Director Lori Anderson said the students are able to give back to the 
community while simultaneously furthering their education, which is a requirement of the award. 

Milenchick explained the program involves student volunteers filling out paperwork and making 
phone calls to hospitals and doctors and pharmaceutical companies, whose medicinal donations 
help fulfill the needs of the Mission House prescription office. 

"The Mission House is not just for the homeless," said Board President Bob Hayes. "It's also a 
place for people who can't afford health care." 

Every Saturday morning and Tuesday evening, volunteer registered nurses dispense prescribed 
medications to an average of 28 to 30 patients in need of affordable medications. 

"We do so much for the community, and it's all volunteer," said Anderson, "so with the students' 
free prescription program, we are able to give even more." 
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